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Good evening Mayor Davies and senior officials of Penrith City Council, members
of Penrith International Friends Committee, principals and staff of the schools
participating in the program, and all the buddies of our students

I’ m Yasutaka Yamashita, General Manager of NPO Shizuoka Education Forum. I

appreciate your holding Civic Welcome reception for us. We, Shizuoka Education



Forum have had many kinds of wild activities, for example Canoeing, hiking,
camping and have given psychological counseling between students and their parents
for about 20 years. Some of them didn’ t like to go to school with various problems.
But these activities and community with their friends have brought them to go to
school.

This program is the first foreign community camp for us. We are very glad to carry
it into action by the grace of you and officials of Fujieda City Council and
members of Fujieda International Friendship Society. We would like to express to
you our deepest gratitude. In this program our students and leader staff will
cultivate firm friendships with their buddies and Penrith staff. This friendship
must get over crisis like the Iraq war and achieve a lasting peace between Penrith
and Fujieda in the future. And the experiences in the nature of Blue Mountains
which are registered as one of world heritages by UNESUCO will cultivate the love
for nature. These experiences will be very significant for their future, I believe

Thank you very much for your kind attention
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Good evening. I’ d like to express my warm thanks to the officials of Penrith



and Fujieda city councils, members of Penrith International Friendship Committee
and Fujieda International Friendship Society, principals and staff of Jamison
Public School and Kingswood HighSchool, and the wonderful buddies for supporting
this program.

The civic welcome reception, the visit to schools and the students’ party were
significant, and I believe that through all the activities, friendship between
mutual students has been deepened.

Particularly, I am grateful that our students have been able to have warm
interaction with the buddies of the same generation. I trust that a bridge of
friendship has been built over the Pacific Ocean, which will remain in everyone’
s heart forever.

As good remembrance, we will treasure the “hands of friendship” artworks created
by the Australian and Japanese students

I was also greatly impressed with the magnificent nature of the Blue Mountains,
and I am sure that the students have felt the beauty of mountains and rivers, too.

This program would not have been achieved without your great support, of which
we, Shizuoka Education Forum, are deeply appreciative. The experience that our
students have had here will benefit their future and also the students to follow.

Moreover, it would hopefully encourage some students to return to their own
schools. I would like to close my speech by expressing a hope that this visit has
contributed to strengthen the tie between Penrith and Fujieda, celebrating the
20th anniversary of the sister city affiliation next year.

Thank you very much.
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Thank you for your great hospitality.
We had a wonderful time. I enjoyed the pizza party. I have really enjoyed my

stay in Australia.
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Good evening everybody!

We are really happy to have come to Penrith City in this time and meet you.
Thank you very much for everything. Before coming to Australia, I had many
worries. Firstly, we are not good at speaking English. And also, going abroad
was the first experience for many of us. Additionally, the war broke out. But
we were looking forward to coming to Australia and meeting you. So now I am
really relieved because this program will be completed without any troubles
I think it has been a valuable experience for children to come here. Because
they had a good time with good friends in a good place. We will never forget
what we have done in Australia, which will remain as pleasure memories
Especially, best memory is to meet their bodies for children. And we found that
the kids can become friendly without language. When we looked at them, we really
moved. And junior high and high school students really enjoyed AQUA Golf last
night. They experience it for the first time.

Finally, I hope that this visit has been for the friendship between Penrith
and Fujieda, and the world will be in peace everywhere for all the people. We
will be looking forward to seeing you in Japan next time. I can not thank you

enough for your care and kindness. Thank you again for everything. Thank you.
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