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Good evening

On behalf of Fujieda International Friendship Society, I would like to thank
you very much for this very warm welcome reception. It was a great honor to visit
Penrith last April together with the Shizuoka Education Forum delegation. Our
visit resulted in great success, because it was supported by the citizens of
Penrith. And because of that success, the plan of Shizuoka Education Forum for a
second visit has been realized, and that is why we are here again.

As you know, this year we are celebrating the 50th anniversary of Fujieda City
as well as the 20th anniversary of our sister city relationship with Penrith. It
is our pleasure to celebrate this special year with some mutual programs in-—
cluding this visit

I myself am happy to be able to help promote mutual friendship through this
program, and sincerely hope that the students from Japan will have a wonder— ful
experience with their buddies and the citizens of Penrith as last year.

I would like to express a warm thank you to the Penrith International Friends-—
hip Committee, Penrith City Council, Kingswood high school, Jamisontown Primary
school and to all who are very much supportive and understanding toward this
program.

I would like to close my speech by expressing a hope that the friendship bet-
ween citizens of Penrith and Fujieda will continue to flourish and grow.

Thank you very much

TR HEREE 7 +— 7 LHERERE General Manager Yamashita
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Good evening Mayor Davies, Councilors, staff of Penrith City Council, members of
Penrith International Friends Committee, principals and staff of the schools
participating in the program, and all the buddies of our students and leaders.

My name 1is Yasutaka Yamashita, General Manager of NPO Shizuoka Education
Forum. Thank you for the wonderful welcome you have shown us today. Tonight I will
briefly introduce the activities of the Shizuoka Education Forum. This is the
picture of last year’ s Spring Camp in Sydney.

First, the history of the NPO Shizuoka Education Forum. It was founded as a
private school to conduct educational activities in 1976. As well as teaching the
students, the group helps juvenile delinquents and students who don’ t want to go
to school. In 1997 the group became a part of a private school Cooperative and

then formed the NPO Shizuoka Education Forum in 2001.



Second, the activities of the NPO Shizuoka Education Forum. No. 1.As Open School
we teach students who can’ t to attend regular school. No.2. Counseling and teaching
psychology. These are some pictures of our volunteer leaders, drawn by Takkun and
Mido, who are here tonight. Our leaders and staff are mostly university and high
school students who volunteer their time on weekends and holidays to assist with
our activities. No.3. Here are some of our activities with the students, like
Spring camp in Okinawa,

Summer camp in Nagano, and Winter camp in Mt. Fuji, river canoeing, rafting,
making an ancient house and music boxes, science experiments, and astronomy. No. 4. TO
THE FUTURE. This is a street dance show which the leaders of this forum
manage. No.b. Giving conferences and discourses

For this visit to Australia, we prepared the following activities. This program
started at the 1st Staff Meeting on September 27" last year, and started to accept
applications to this program on December 15. In a few days all positions were
filled. On January 11" we had our first information session for the participants.

February 15th was the first games day. We played  ‘What’s the time
Mr.Wolf ?°, “human rock—paper—-scissors’,  over and under’, ’chariot races’,
and ~human chains’. At the award ceremony, the members of the last place team tasted
vegemite. In March we had English conversation lessons and meetings every weekend

March 215 was the second games day. We enjoyed orienteering. And last night we
left Japan for Penrith.

Soon our dreams will come true! Our dream is that through this program our
students and leaders will cultivate firm friendships with their buddies and people
of Penrith. I believe these experiences will be very significant for their future
We are very glad to carry it into action by the grace of you. We would like to
express to you our deepest gratitude.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.
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Good evening

On behalf of Fujieda International Friendship Society, I would like to take this
opportunity to say a few words of gratitude.As well as last year, it has been our
desire that each one of the students would learn the importance of interaction
with friends in Australia.

Our stay here in Penrith has been very short, but I believe that the students
have had a valuable experience, which will serve them a wonderful memory that lasts
a lifetime.

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the citizens of Penrith
involved in this program for all their effort and support.l am certain that this
visit has become one of the memorable achievements within this special year to
observe the 20th anniversary of our sister city relationship. Without everybody s
hard work, we would not have had such a wonderful time.

Other programs such as the annual student exchange program, Penrith delegation’s
visit to Fujieda, and the collaborative art exhibition titled ”“Shimai Toshi”are
planned to celebrate the 20th anniversary of our sister city relationship. We are
very much looking forward to these programs and meeting citizens of Penrith again
at these occasions

Lastly, I would like to wish Penrith city much continued prosperity, and wish for
continued strong friendship between our two cities

Thank you very much.
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Good evening, all. This camp in Penrith became a really wonderful pro gram, thanks
to the people of Penrith and Fujieda Cities and the members of both city
international friendship societies, principals and staff of Jamisontown Public
School and Kingswood High School, and the wonderful buddies of our students and
the leader staff

Civic Welcome reception, the visit to schools yesterday, and the student party
last night and today s sports & activities in Tench Reserve will become a very
significant thing connecting our hearts more deeply and strongly than any of us
thought. I think that our students and leaders, the wonderful buddies and staff of
both cities have come together as friends. They have made a connection that will
go beyond the seas that separate us. This experience will remain in their hearts
forever.

We are indebted to the people of both cities and both city international

friendship societies, and you, both schools, very much for these six months.

It could never be accomplished only by us, the Shizuoka Education Forum.

You have my deepest thanks.

I think that our leaders and staff have grown and learned from this kind

of experience, and for some students it 11 become an opportunity to lose

their fear of going to school. I believe that they who had such an experience

contribute to a deeper exchange of both cities with the 20th anniversary

of the sister city relationship.



Finally our leader, Mika. Thank you very much for spporting with our acti-
vities for more than three years, the longest of our leaders

Thank you very much for your kind attention.

SIMFRELE - M. S. SA, M. N. EA
(2 AT) Good evening.
(N.) My name is Nana.
(S.) My name is Shiho.
(N.) We are happy to visit to your school,
(S.) and to make friends with our buddy.
(2 AC) Thank you very much.
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Good evening, Everyone

Thank you very much for having such a wonderful farewell party and giving me an
opportunity to make a speech. Time has passed quickly, since we last came to
Penrith and it is amazing to have met you all again here

Even though we live in a world of so much information and endless possibilities,
we still fight each other. But even in a world like this, we have become friends
The time we have shared, is a once—in—a—lifetime experience.

We especially can’ t forget the sparkling eyes of the children. They are from
different countries and cultures, speak different languages, but could
communicate with each other. Through this experience, I learned that trying to
understand each other is really important

Finally, we are really grateful to all the people who have been very cooperative
and made this all happen. I'm proud that this very day makes a new history that
marked the 20th anniversary of the exchanges between the two cities. And I
hope that this great exchange will continue well in to the future.

Thank you very much.
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My best place is Penrith house. I like zoo so much and I like Australia is very



nice country. like Australia so ? I enjoy penrith school . My buddy is funny and
very kind me. And my friend Mao, her buddy and my buddy are friends. So, I'm glad ”
I’m glad you see you. “ I said. I’m surprised Australia humbager is very big

and not ate cows meat, Finish Love Eri.
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The exchange program in Australia was the first experience that made me feel I

really have changed myself. Before I joined this program, all I had in my mind



was just an excitement of being able to go to Australia. It means I didn’t
expect myself to take a big responsibility of leading a group of children. It was
partly because of my laziness and few interests in that I didn’t try to figure
out what I would have to do or what others expected me to do in this program.
However, soon after I saw the children’s face and actually got to Australia, I
began to feel responsible for everything, particularly for the children.
Unexpectedly, this fact made me really not just serious, but excited because 1
realized that I was being of help and working for others. Speaking of the people
I’ ve met out there, I can’t say how much I enjoyed spending time with him. I was
really grateful to all the people who kindly welcomed me, especially my great
buddy, his friends and family. Next time, I would like to travel all around
Australia and see as many nice people as possible. What I want to say finally is
that this program was one of my greatest experiences, which will remain deeply
in my memory.
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Australia ¥ 1FAEIZ 72O LM T9, I was so lucky to join the trip. I
enjoyed watching the Japanese students and Australian students become
friends. It was so exciting to watch the transition from shy foreigners to
“"hugging” friends. 1 was so happy to enjoy a few days in Australia with such a
great group of people. I really enjoyed the “bush dance”! Let’s go visit our

new friends in Australia together again!  Thank you!
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